250                          LANCASTER AND  YORK
The Wars of the Roses proper, beginning in M55, fall into
sub- four subdivisions. The first was a struggle for the regency,
ars and ended in the tiiumph of Yoik over Somerset at St.
Albans. The second period began in MRS) with the attempt
of Queen Margaret to overthrow the Yorkists, and ended
with the accession of Kchvard IV, the Yorkist triumph at
Towton (146 L), and the beating down of the Lancastrian
resistance in the north. The third was marked by the effort
of the Nevilles to master the line of York: this failed at
Barnet and Tcwkesbury (1471). The hist was ended when
Richard III, having alienated a great part of his own sup-
porters, fell victim to an alliance of enemies at Bosworth
(1485). (Note 38.)
The first campaign is simple and nniy he speedily dis-
missed. It was not so much York against Lancaster as York
! against Somerset.    The object was not yet to seixc the
Battlcst! Crown:  it was a struggle for the regency--the reins of
^uw) power but not the name.  York's anny, moving <>n London,
found the King's forces holding fit. Album, An attack was
made on the little town*   The deciding point in the light
came when Warwick and hia men, making their way through
the houses in St. Peter's Street, burst into the middle of
Death of the Lancastrians.    Somerset was killed and King Henry
SHSry*vi captured.   As the fruit of victory York again became Pro-
a pxtooatr tcctor> an(j fjjc(j tiic ^^ offices of State with his friends.
Somerset being dead, all the blame could conveniently be
put on him, and as the Yorkists were profuse in promises
of better government, it might be hoped that the country
would settle down,
Henry VI, gentle and pious, would never have provoked
further trouble. But his queen, Margaret of Anjou, was
jou fierce as her husband was meek. In spirit, resource, courage,
resolution, and in the bad side of these qualities, ambition,
guile, ferocity, mercileasncss, the " she-wolf of France"
was a match for any baron of the time. There was nothing
of the softer sex about her. In an age full of treason and